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  We’re delighted to welcome you to 

NGender: Second Annual Conference 

This event is generously supported by the University of Sussex  

Doctoral School’s Researcher-Led Initiative (RLI) Fund 

You can follow NGender on Twitter @ngendersussex and keep up with 

conversation on Twitter with the hashtag #ngender 

 



 

 
2 

 

 

All NGender participants are invited to contribute their presentations to the NGender blog 

(ngender.wordpress.com). If you would like to do so, please email ngender@sussex.ac.uk. 

 

NGender is recruiting!  

NGender is looking for enthusiastic and committed individuals to take over the running of the research collective 

next academic year (2015/16). If you are interested please speak to one of the current organisers, or send us an 

email. We look forward to hearing from you!  

 

 

NGender is a gender and sexuality research collective, organised by post-graduates at the University 

of Sussex. Over the past six years its aim has been to host and facilitate interdisciplinary discussions 

between post-graduate and early career scholars with gender or sexuality as a theme or focus of 

their research. This has taken the format of weekly seminars, reading groups, an annual conference 

and symposia.  

An important driving philosophy behind NGender is to build a sense of community between faculty 

and students working on these topics, especially those not affiliated with traditional gender studies 

courses. Over the years NGender has brought together people from Sussex and beyond, across 

departments and disciplines, to share ideas and discover new trends and developments. 

This year NGender is hosting two key events. The first was an Intersectional Encounters symposium. 

This brought together researchers, practioners and activists who are interested in intersectionality on 

both an intellectual and practical level. 

The second key event is today’s conference. As well as offering the opportunity for new links 

between individuals, this conference aims to promote the diverse, exciting, and original work being 

carried out in various fields and arenas. Today’s event, building on the success of last year’s 

conference, is a chance for post-graduate students from the University of Sussex and the University 

of Brighton to showcase their research and engage in discussions about their fields.  

ngender.wordpress.com 

ngender@sussex.ac.uk 

@NGendersussex 

What is NGender? 
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Call for Papers: NGender (Gender and Sexuality) Conference – for Sussex & Brighton 

postgraduates and early-career researchers 

 

NGender is a gender and sexuality research collective organised by post-graduates at the University of Sussex. 

Over the past six years its aim has been to host and facilitate interdisciplinary discussions between post-graduate 

and early career scholars with gender or sexuality as a theme or focus of their research.  

This year’s conference will build on the success of the 2014 conference and the recent symposium on 

Intersectionality. The conference is open to all postgraduates and early career researchers currently based 

at the Universities of Sussex and Brighton.  

As well as offering the opportunity for new interdisciplinary links between researchers this conference aims to 

promote the diverse, exciting, and original work being carried out in areas relating to sexuality and gender across 

departments and schools. This event is generously supported by the University of Sussex Doctoral School’s 

Researcher-Led (RLI) Fund. 

We welcome proposals for individual and collaborative papers, workshops, and performances, which clearly relate 

to gender and sexuality research.   

Suggested themes include, but are not limited to; 

• Theories and practice of femininities, masculinities, girlhood and boyhood 

• Lesbian, gay, bisexual, pansexual, trans, queer, and non-binary identities 

• Intersections of race, religion, ethnicity and class 

• Sexual health, family planning, and healthcare 

• Digital cultures and communities, technology and applications 

• Histories of gender and sexuality 

• Space, housing, leisure spaces and activities 

• Activism, protest, social change, and participation 

• Geographies, migration, international relations and development 

• Education, teaching and learning, and knowledge creation 

• Law, justice, economic policy and politics 

• Theoretical and methodological debates and development 

• Literary and linguistic analyses and interventions 

• Art, art history, artistic and creative production and intervention 

• Film, media, music - production and use 

• Processes and politics of embodiment  
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NGENDER Conference 2015 – Programme 

 

09:30 – 10:00 

Fulton Lobby 

Registration  

10:00 – 10:45 

Fulton 104 

Welcome 

Academic ‘speed-dating’  

NGender Organisers 

10:45 – 11:00 

Tea Break 

Fulton 202 

11:00 – 12:30 

Fulton 104 

Panel Presentations: 

Gender/Sexualities, the 

Law and Rights 

 

Ciara O’Connell: The Role of Gender in Women’s 

Reproductive Health Rights 

 

Bingul Durbas: Honour Based Violence in Britain 

 

Po-Han Lee: A Tango between Queer Rights and Asian 

Values in Taiwan: Asia as Method and the Cultural 

Relativism 

 

Matthew Beetar: Heads Hung in Shame: Intersectional 

tensions and 'African LGBTI' Experiences in Contemporary 

South Africa 

12:30 – 13:25 

Lunch 

Fulton 202 

13:30 – 14:30 

Fulton 104 

Workshop 

 

Gaspard Pelurson:  Meet the Dandies  

14:30 – 14:45 

Break 

Fulton 202 

14:45 – 16:00 

Fulton 104 

Panel Presentations: 

Defining Gender in the 

Field 

 

Nicola Streeten (Plowman): What is a “Feminist Comic”? 

 

Eleftherios Zenerian: Patriarchy and Discipline in the songs 

of Stavros Kougioumtzes 

Smita Yadav: Embodying the Field: Doing Fieldwork in India 

16:00 – 16:45 

Fulton 104 

Group Discussion Facilitator: Dr Tamsin Hinton-Smith,  

Associate Director: Sussex Centre for Gender Studies 

School of Education and Social Work 

16:45 – 18:00 

Fulton TBC 

Wine Reception  
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Speakers and Abstracts 

Morning Panel: Gender/Sexualities, the Law and Rights 

Ciara O’Connell: The Role of Gender in Women’s Reproductive Health Rights 

Affiliation: Department of Law Email: C.O-Connell@sussex.ac.uk 

Bio: Ciara is a PhD student in the Law Department. Her research focuses on human rights law as it is a tool for the 

advancement of women’s reproductive rights in the Inter-American region. 

Abstract: Women’s reproductive health rights are at the forefront of today’s war on women. In the case of Latin 

America, where six countries have a complete ban on abortion, the fight for women’s reproductive health rights 

often focuses on using the human right to health as a tool to advocate for legislative reform. Most efforts to 

legalise abortion, or to implement already existing abortion laws, focus on the three abortion criteria states are 

most likely to consider, all of which include a health dimension: (1) the woman’s life or (physical and/or mental) 

health is at risk; (2) the foetus is not viable; or (3) the woman is a victim of rape or incest. Using the right to 

health as the primary tool to fight for women’s reproductive rights may increase success in abortion rights cases, 

especially because most Latin American countries have laws on the books to allow abortion in these situations, 

but it can also limit progress in terms of women’s rights more generally. This is because using the right to health 

as a primary argument tends to ignore the concept of gender, and subsequently fails to frame reproductive rights 

violations in their context of discrimination and inequality. Or, put more succinctly, the right to health argument 

has the potential to degender the right to abortion and other reproductive rights. By incorporating findings from 

fieldwork and current trends in reproductive rights law in the Latin American region, this presentation seeks to 

explore the challenges, benefits and limitations of incorporating gender in women’s reproductive rights advocacy 

and legal strategies. 

Keywords: Reproductive health, women’s rights, human rights, Latin America, abortion 

 

Bingul Durbas: Honour Based Violence in Britain 

Affiliation: Department of Sociology. Email: bd42@sussex.ac.uk 

Bio: Bingul is currently based at the University of Sussex as an associate tutor. She recently finished her PhD, 

which explored the issue of gender based violence through the examination of crimes of honour in Turkey. 

Abstract: An analysis of the literature reveals that in the West, honour based violence (HBV) have been 

predominantly discussed and conceptualised within two frameworks: gender and culture/tradition and/or 

religion. However, these perspectives are inadequate to understand the role of the range of factors which are 

relevant in relation to HBV. 
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With the emergence of the intersectional approach introduced in the field of feminist legal theory (Crenshaw, 

1991), scholars have recently started becoming aware of this analytical framework in researching gender based 

violence (Reddy, 2008). 

Building on this framework, this paper addresses the issue of gender based violence with special attention to 

HBV. I will be discussing the recent HBV cases in Britain. In order to show how women are positioned within 

intersectional oppression, the characteristics of such crimes as well as state responses will be examined. 

It will be argued that the intersectional approach to dealing with HBV enables us to understand the nature of this 

violence better and consequently, recognise the role of state institutions in dealing with them. In conclusion, this 

paper will contribute to a better understanding of some of the intersectional elements in HBV that seems little 

recognised. 

Keywords: Honour, honour crimes, honour killings, violence against women, gender based violence, culture, 

intersectionality, state responses 

 

Po-Han Lee: A Tango between Queer Rights and Asian Values in Taiwan: Asia as Method and the 

Cultural Relativism 

Affiliation: Department of Law Email: pl236@sussex.ac.uk 

Bio: Po-Han Lee is a PhD student in Law. He is focusing on the human rights-based approach applying to the 

global health system, including governance, rule of law, implementation, and so on. 

Abstract: Exploring the possibilities of human rights is often aimed at countering power relations between people 

and government and between the marginalised and society, and legal norms are a direct reference for 

researchers to rely on when it comes to equality. By mapping LGBT rights in Taiwan compared to the situations in 

Hong Kong and Singapore, a doctrinal research is conducted in relevant ‘fields’, when law should flourish in social 

settings (Ehrlich, 1936) where liberties and restraints are ventured culturally. Locating the rights discourse in the 

context where law interweaves with social life (Powell, 1917), this paper wishes to provide a critique from a 

sociocultural perspective. Speaking of LGBT rights in global history, a strategy of ‘women’s-rights-are-human-

rights’ was almost copied to reproduce the one of ‘gay-rights-are-human-rights’, if the fluidity and vagueness of 

sexual beings were ignored. In this vein, a complex socio-political project involves an understanding of relevant 

social movement and the paradox between identity politics and queer activism. The perceptions of sexuality and 

eroticism are greatly challenged today by the multiculturalism in Asia, this paper attempts to apply ‘Asia as 

method’ (Chen, 2010) to queer rights, if any, by focusing on the competition between the universalism and 

cultural relativism of human rights in Confucian Asia. Concluding with the relationship between legal reform and 

social change, this paper only demonstrates how to apply such a postcolonial approach to studying sexuality in 
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Taiwan but also identifies that the pitfalls of the ‘Asian values’ have otherwise collapsed Asians’ cultural 

legitimacy and personal subjectivity. 

Keywords: Asia as method, Asian values, queer rights, Taiwan, socio-legal research 

 

Matthew Beetar: Heads Hung in Shame: Intersectional tensions and 'African LGBTI' Experiences in 

Contemporary South Africa 

Affiliation: Media, Film and Music Email: mdb29@sussex.ac.uk 

Bio: Matthew is undertaking his PhD in Cultural Studies, with a focus on the intersection of homophobia and 

xenophobia in (South) Africa. He is currently a Director for the Mandela Rhodes Community.  

Abstract: This paper fits within my wider PhD research, which explores experiences of prejudice in South Africa 

and ultimately the ways in which the media can be used to intervene against these. Recognising that the 

relationship between social institutions and everyday experiences is fundamental to forming strategies of 

activist-driven intervention, this paper reflects on 25 years of democratic transformation in South Africa. Focusing 

broadly on issues of sexuality and nationality it considers the everyday disjuncture between the legal and social 

realities of life in the country. Through signposting and exploring key discursive tensions it breaks away from the 

popular trend of understanding (South) Africa wholly within the linear narrative of the Western tradition of the 

protection of individual rights as an ultimate endpoint for democracy. Arguing for constant reflection it engages 

with existing assumptions of what it ‘means’ to be LGBTI and works towards unmasking lived inequalities which 

are often invisiblised by this narrative. Through considering the history of political and legal attitudes, the 

dominant social view that homosexuality is ‘unAfrican’, a socio-political emphasis on privacy, and the public 

enabling mechanisms of the South African Constitution, this paper lays the foundations for potential 

intersectional understandings of everyday life which may work towards positive social interventions.  

Keywords: South Africa; LGBTI; intersectionality; reflection; homophobia; xenophobia 
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Workshop 

Gaspard Pelurson: Meet the Dandies 

 

Affiliation: Department of Media, Film and Music   Email: G.Pelurson@sussex.ac.uk  

Bio: Gaspard is a PhD student in Media and Cultural Studies. He is interested in gender, sexuality and 

video games. More specifically, his work examines dandyism in video games and the ways Western and East-

Asian cultural products represent masculinity. His aim is to investigate the political dimension of subversive game 

characters and interrogate the impact they can have on Western gamers. 

Abstract: This workshop explores the ways in which participants perceive and understand East-Asian video game 

dandy characters. Regarded as the 'premier model of gay subjectivity' (Glick 2001, p.129), dandies are defined by 

'élégance' and 'originalité' (Baudelaire 1895, p.807) and represent an alternative set of beliefs and 

representations which reject society's norms. Though the phenomenon has certainly not escaped the attention of 

academics in fields such as history or literature, it appears to have aroused little interest in media, game, and 

gender studies.  

This workshop consists of a 15-minute video projection and a 45-minute discussion. The video presents dandy 

characters from extracts of games showcasing them during dialogues, battles and cut-scenes.  

The discussion revolves around questions revolving around gender representations in video games, how this 

medium is perceived in comparison to other media, what they think about the characters' appearance and roles, 

how they read East-Asian cultural products, and so on. Participants are more than welcome to raise new 

questions and address issues they feel are necessary.  

Although this workshop could be considered a pilot focus group, each participant remains anonymous. My main 

aim is to study gamers and non-gamers' impressions of dandy characters and evaluate if my textual analyses and 

questions are best-suited for my research. This workshop should, therefore, enable me to sharpen the questions 

that will ultimately structure the focus groups to be carried out in the next few months. This workshop should 

constitute an interesting opportunity for participants as they can be part of a greater research process with 

minimal commitment.  

Keywords: Disruption, queerness, video-games, dandies, gaming 
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Afternoon Panel: Defining Gender in the Field  

Nicola Streeten (Plowman): What is a “Feminist Comic”? 

Affiliation: Gender Studies. Dept of Media, Film and Music  Email: N.J.Plowman@sussex.ac.uk 

Bio: Anthropologist-turned-illustrator, author of award winning graphic memoir ‘Billy, Me & You’ and co-founder 

of Laydeez do Comics. Nicola’s PhD research is The Cultural History of British Feminist Comics, focusing on how 

the comics form uses humour to disseminate a political message. 

Abstract: In this paper I will contest the media representation of a feminist comic as one determined by the 

gender of a superhero character. I will challenge a recent media claim that “a new generation of hero is 

revolutionising the world of comics and consigning sexualised stereotypes to history” (Lynskey 2015). Specifically, 

I will allude to responses to the American publisher Marvel comics’ reincarnation of the Norse thunder god 

superhero character Thor as female in October 2014. In 2015, Marvel used a scene in Thor Issue 5 to address 

fans’ criticisms of the change. The scene includes an interchange between Thor and her main villain, Absorbing 

Man who asserts, “damn feminists are ruining everything” (Aaron 2015). I will show this as an over simplistic 

depiction of feminism in comics, consider the implications and point out how it ignores the history of activity and 

humour in women’s comic art. 

This will be presented in light of my research into British feminist comics and the anxieties and questions 

surrounding the use of ‘feminist’ in my thesis title. Employing a methodology of archival data collection, close 

visual and textual analysis and interviews with key artists, I will contemplate how my early findings are 

confronting my assumptions.  I will reference works and discussions with artists such as Annie Lawson; Jacky 

Fleming; Kate Charlesworth; and Steven Appleby. 

Keywords: Comics, feminism, popular culture, British, media 

 

Eleftherios Zenerian: Patriarchy and Discipline in the songs of Stavros Kougioumtzes 

Affiliation: Media, Film and Music   Email: E.Zenerian@sussex.ac.uk 

Bio: Eleftherios studied political and social sciences at the University of Athens (BA, MSc) and the University of 

Sussex (MSc, PhD). His PhD, which he completed in 2014, explores the social relationships that form among 

practitioners in Brighton’s new media industry.   

Abstract: In this paper I examine the way in which gender and romantic relationships are represented in the lyrics 

of one of the most prolific Greek popular/folk songwriters, Stavros Kougioumtzes. I build upon work done in the 

sociology of culture that explores representations of women in popular song (Bloomfield, 1993; Bretthauer et al., 

2007; Cooper, 1985; Denisoff and Bridges, 1983; Freudiger, 1978; Wilkinson, 1976). This literature explores how 

popular music in patriarchal societies serves as a tool for the subordination of women. My analysis focuses on the 
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song “Your colourful eyes” (Τα πολύχρωμά σου μάτια) from his 1986 album Lunatics and angels (Τρελοί και 

άγγελοι) which I argue stands out among his lyrical works. I suggest that Pierre Bourdieu's (1977) ideas are 

valuable in assessing how the logic that underlies this cultural text – a logic that construes women's behaviour as 

a determinant of masculine honour – might become embodied and shape people's attitude towards the 

organisation of gender relationships. I further argue that this logic aims at modifying the female body –  through 

the imposition of a specific bodily regime – with the aim of subjugating it (Foucault, 1971; 1981). The implications 

of this disciplinary regime on women include the exclusion of women from contributing to discourses on desire 

and their exclusion from using the gaze as a tool for the demythologisation of men (Mulvey, 1992).  

Keywords: Popular music, Greece, masculinity, women, discipline 

 

Smita Yadav: Embodying the Field: Doing Fieldwork in India 

Affiliation: Department of Anthropology Email: sy40@sussex.ac.uk 

Bio: Smita is a doctoral candidate in Anthropology. She also has a physics background as an undergrad whilst 

studying in India. Prior coming to UK Smita studied in the US for a postgraduate degree in Conflict and Peace 

Studies. 

Abstract: How does an ethnographer be neutral to the social context of doing the fieldwork? How does ended, 

sexuality, and companionship status of the ethnographer shape the fieldwork?Drawing upon my experience as a 

woman working in a traditional , remote and isolated village in India, I will discuss the various ways I attained 

neutrality to collect my data. Most of these social adjustments were necessary to compensate for the gender 

stereotypes of a single working woman from bodily movements, gestures, and attires. Part of the fieldwork also 

involved dealing with everyday advances of young and sometime married men who would approach me for 

seeking temporary companionships which they cannot experience unless they got married. Lastly, I will also 

discuss how there was a thin line between me loosing the trust of my informants due to my unmarried status 

which was considered a threat by other married women of the community who were part of my fieldwork and 

how I dealt with mysteries regarding my sexual and unmarried life and constantly be pried and asked to justify 

my presence in the field due to my urban roots. The paper will discuss how the ethnographic process, I embodied 

much of the elements about the community's ideologies of sexuality and gender that later became a permanent 

aspect of my world view which prior to beginning the fieldwork were not so profound. 

 

Keywords: India, gender, ethnography, marriage, temporary companionship 
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Notes 


