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  We’re delighted to welcome you to 

NGender: Intersectional Encounters Symposium 

. This event is generously supported by theUniversity of Sussex  

Doctoral School’s Researcher-Led Initiative (RLI) Fund 

You can follow NGender on Twitter @SussexNGender and keep up with 

conversation on Twitter with the hashtag #ngender 
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All NGender symposium participants are invited to contribute their presentations to the NGender blog 

(ngender.wordpress.com). If you would like to do so, please email ngender@sussex.ac.uk. 

  

 

 

NGender is a gender and sexuality research collective, organised by post-graduates at the University 

of Sussex. Over the past six years its aim has been to host and facilitate interdisciplinary discussions 

between post-graduate and early career scholars with gender or sexuality as a theme or focus of 

their research. This has taken the format of weekly seminars, reading groups, an annual conference 

and symposia.  

An important driving philosophy behind NGender is to build a sense of community between faculty 

and students working on these topics, especially those not affiliated with traditional gender studies 

courses. Over the years NGender has brought together people from Sussex and beyond, across 

departments and disciplines, to share ideas and discover new trends and developments. 

This year NGender is hosting two key events, the first being today’s Intersectional Encounters. This 

symposium brings together researchers, practioners and activists who are interested in 

intersectionality on both an intellectual and practical level. As well as offering the opportunity for 

new links between individuals, this symposium aims to promote the diverse, exciting, and original 

work being carried out in various fields and arenas. 

The second key NGender event will be the annual conference, hosted by Sussex University, in May 

2015. A CFP will be sent out following the symposium. 

ngender.wordpress.com 

ngender@sussex.ac.uk 

@sussexNGender 

What is NGender? 
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Intersectional Encounters   

 

Originally named by Crenshaw as both understanding of and intervention in “the multidimensionality of 

marginalized subjects’ lived experiences” (1989: 139), INTERSECTIONALITY is one of the most applied, 

discussed and contested concepts in the social sciences and humanities.  

25 years after its naming it remains a key perspective in engaging with privilege, power, policy and 

realities in everyday life. Described and critiqued as a theoretical concept, a method, a framework, a 

sensibility and a perspective, intersectionality is concerned with the politics of power and knowledge 

production in society, and the violence of structures imposed in life. 

This one-day symposium hosted by NGender Sussex aims to reflect on the development of the theory 

on intersectionality, the application of its potential, and the future of its evolution. The symposium is 

open to all practitioners, activists, students, academics and researchers interested in – but not limited 

to – intersections of race, class, gender, sexuality, nationality, language, age and ability. 

The day will take the form of a workshop which will require the active participation of both presenters 

and participants in an interactive exploration of the multiple facets of intersectionality and what they 

may involve. It is divided into two parts: 

Part 1: Theoretical Encounters (AM) 

 

Submissions which deal with intersectionality in its 

theoretical form(s). This may include, but is not 

limited to, theoretical discussions of 

intersectionality as: 

• Concept 

• Epistemology 

• Method framework 

• Representation 

• Critiques, limits or pitfalls of its modern 

uses and evolution 

• Theoretical self-reflection 

 

Part 2: Practical Encounters (PM) 

 

Submissions which apply or use intersectionality in 

everyday projects. This may include, but is not 

limited to: 

• Activist work 

• Fieldwork 

• Community projects 

• Services provided 

• Social, political and economic interventions 

• Methods developed 

• Self-reflections 

• Pitfalls and failures in application of the 

concept 

• Shifts away from the prototypic 

intersectional subject 

 

The organisers realise that academics, activists and practitioners do not so easily cleave theory and 

practice. The day will be staged as a ‘multi-voiced dialogue’ which equally and fluidly engages with both 

of these areas of interest, and participants are invited to choose an aspect of their work to present on. 

In group discussions and reflections the overlapping and intersecting nature of theory and practice will 

be engaged with. 

Framed as a sensibility geared toward an openness to multiple axes of power and privilege, working 

towards creating spaces for intervention, the symposium will remain committed to the activist roots of 
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intersectionality. The day will remain focused on building an investment in “doing something” (Grzanka 

2014: 306) – in actively seeking to transform social structures by reflecting on modes of interaction, 

suggesting nodes of intervention, and looking to form coalitions for broader change. 

Intersectional Encounters 2015 – Program 

08:45 – 09:25 

Essex 18 

Registration  

09:30 – 10:30  

Essex 18 

Welcome 

Introductions & Overview 

NGender Organisers 

10:30 – 10:45 

Tea Break 

Essex 18 

10:45 – 12:00  

Essex 18 

Intellectual Encounters 

 

Alvaro Martinez Lacabe: Intersectionality in HIV/Aids research 

 

Marina Fuser: On Nomadism and Intersectionality 

 

Charlotte Skeet: Intersectionality, anti-orientalism and women’s 

rights  

 

Maria Olivella-Quintana: The Lack of Intersectional Approach of the 

Spanish Gender Related Violence Legal Framework 

12:00 – 13:00 

Essex 5 and 

Essex 6 

Discussion 

 

 

13:00 – 13:55 

Lunch 

Essex 18 

14:00 – 15:30 

Essex 18 

Practical Encounters 

 

Paul Boyce: Queer, Postcolonial and Anthropological Intersections 

 

Marcia Thomas: Becoming a Prison Officer: A Black Woman’s 

Perspective 

 

Alba Barbé i Serra: Transphobic violence  

 

Juliette Sanchez-Lambert: “Let’s talk about gender”: exploring 

intersectionality’s potential for conversations about gender in a 

refugee support organisation in the UK 

 

Athena Enderstein: Engaging intersectionality: body-mapping as a 

methodology to explore diversity in the contexts of work with South 

African youth and European LGBT+ rights activists. 

15:30 – 15:45 

Break 

Essex 18 

15:45 – 16:45 

Essex 5 and 

Essex 6 

Discussion 

 

 

16:50 – 18:00 

Essex 18 

Roundtable discussion with 

Wine Reception 

Roundtable Facilitated by Andy Medhurst and Charlotte Skeet 
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Speakers and abstracts 

Morning Panel: Theoretical Encounters with Intersectionality  

Alvaro Martinez Lacabe:  Intersectionality in HIV/ Aids research 

Affiliation: Centre for Sexual Dissidence, University of Sussex. Email: albarorena@hotmail.com  

Abstract: This concept note on intersectionality addresses the theory´s origin within Black Feminism and its 

relevance for gender theory and other disciplines such as HIV / AIDS research. The essay provides an empirical 

example of how intersectionality has been deployed in HIV/ AIDS research , looking at the role of intersectionality 

of stigma and masculinity in Uganda. This concept note also outlines the main theoretical debates surrounding 

intersectionality and points out some of the theory´s criticisms and limitations. It pays particular attention to 

Jasbir Puars´ observations about the necessity of deploying assamblage theory as a complement to 

intersectionality. For Puar, intersectionality moves around identitarian paradigms  and it is useful to determine 

‘whether there is a crime taking place’ or ‘who is at fault,’ but assemblage theory helps to visualize “the affective 

conditions necessary” for a situation of discrimination to unfold. The essay also introduces Manuel DeLanda´s 

interpretation of Deleuze and Guataris´ assemblage theory, since it is relevant to Puar´s argument in favour of its 

complementary deployment within intersectional analysis. 

 

Marina Fuser: On nomadism and intersectionality  

Affiliation: School of Media, Film, and Music, University of Sussex Email: m.fuser@sussex.ac.uk    

Abstract: The concept of nomadism has evolved from Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari to Rosi Braidotti, unfolding 

to feminists of difference, such as Chandra Talpade Mohanty, Gloria Anzaldúa, bell hooks, Audre Lorde, etc.  With 

this conceptual investigation, I plan to analyse how a nomadic cartography allows me to cross borders between 

socially built categories such as gender, race and nation as a means to approach intersectionality in Trinh Minh-

ha’s cinema.  Numerous feminist and Postcolonial scholars have raised the question of identity, often posed in 

the opposite vortex from the nomadic. I plan to verify the complexity of this debate between the fluidity of 

nomadic thought and the materiality of identities.  How can nomadic thought account for the borders that 

cannot be dissolved in a world map that requires passports, bank accounts and birth certificates?  

 

Charlotte Skeet: Intersectionality, anti-orientalism and women’s rights  

Affiliation: Sussex Law School , University of Sussex. Email: c.h.skeet@sussex.ac.uk    

Abstract: This paper provides an intersectional and anti-orientalist critique of jurisprudence on women’s rights 

within the European Court of Human Rights. This discussion is located in the context of growing debate over what 

it is to be “European” and the awareness of how these wider discourses shape rights adjudication at national at 

intra-national levels in Europe.  Specifically and distinctively the arguments draw on literature from post-colonial 

theorists and cultural studies which identify and discuss ‘Orientalist’ discourses, and utilise this body of work as a 

tool to analyse the production of legal knowledge and jurisprudence from the European Court of Human Rights. 

In applying both the concepts of Orientalism and intersectionality to the European Court of Human Rights and 

bringing them together as an analytical tool this article addresses the criticism that ‘contemporary 

intersectionality analyses’ lack ‘historical attention’ and in doing so it contributes to post-colonial and socio-legal 

understandings of the operation of law in the European Court of Human Rights. 
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Maria Olivella-Quintana: The lack of intersectional approach of the Spanish Gender Related Violence 

legal framework 

Affiliation: Universitat Rovira i Virgili, Spain. Email: maria.olivella@estudiants.urv.cat 

Abstract: Spanish feminists, LGBTQ groups and other social movements have been claiming in the past 15 years 

for a legal framework able to articulate the fight against-related violence(s) (violencias de género) in the country. 

The result of these struggles is a large and robust group of laws providing several rights to the Spanish citizens in 

matters related to the subject: gender based violence, gay marriage, gender/sex modification, equality, etc. In 

the case of the region of Catalonia, Parliament has gone beyond passing a law against homophobia, lesbophobia 

and transphobia unique in the European context.  

However, an in-depth analysis of these legal texts shows that the juridical subjects shaped by the law are very 

normative and that they tend to (re)produce discriminatory ideologies such as heteronormativity, ageism, 

homophobia or transphobia excluding from the law population groups that are at the intersection of several axes 

of discrimination. The article argues that it is necessary for the Spanish legal framework ton adopt an 

intersectional approach and it indicates the main obstacles for this achievement.  
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Afternoon Panel: Practical Encounters with Intersectionality   

Paul Boyce: Queer, Postcolonial and Anthropological Intersections 

Affiliation: Centre for Global Studies, University of Sussex. Email: P.Boyce@sussex.ac.uk 

Abstract: In this paper presentation I explore intersectional perspectives on queer life worlds in India, especially 

as these might relate to the both the promises and abjections involved in sexual rights actions.  

Against this background anthropological and postcolonial intersections are conceived as sites where uncanny 

perspectives on sexualities and rights may surface, in the context of ethnographic work. Such 'surfacings' can 

offer perspectives that run counter universally progressive imaginaries of rights and also universal critiques of 

rights, instead focusing on ambivalent spaces and ambiguous subject positions and their complex politics of 

(possible) recognition. 

 

Marcia Thomas: Becoming a prison officer: a black woman’s perspective  

Affiliation: Open University Email: marciat455@gmail.com 

Abstract: In this presentation I examine what it means to be a black woman Prison Service employee, by offering 

a psychosocial analysis.  I aim to analyse the societal and organisational processes and relations that impact on 

black women prison officers.  I endeavour to use concepts taken from the work of Melanie Klein (Klein, et al 

1952).  Klein stated that the unconscious is made up of phantasies of relations with objects and is part of the 

ordinary development of the human mind and psychic life, but is also connected with processes of psychic 

defense.  Among the unconscious defenses identified by Klein were splitting, this refers to the way a child seeks 

to retain good feelings and introject good ‘objects’, whilst expelling bad ‘objects’ and projecting bad feelings onto 

an external ‘object’, in order to protect the good ‘object’ from being contaminated by the bad ‘object’.  The 

concept of projective identification originated with Klein (Klein, 1946), it involves the projection of thoughts, 

feelings, attitudes, and/or motivations for behaviour from one person into another.  I apply Kleinian theory to 

explore the psychological and social labour involved in becoming a prison employee, within the context of black 

women’s identification with their racial group, gendered group and employee group, as well as examine the 

process they undertake in order to negotiate this new identity. 

Alba Barbé i Serra: Transphobic violence   

Affiliation: University of Barcelona (Associate at University of Sussex) Email: alba.barbe@gmail.com 

Abstract: This analysis is developed as part of a research process that focuses on the configuration of elements 

through which transphobic violence is produced, by situating the gaze on cross-dressing (Cd) practice. This 

practice is organised through the dynamics that constitute value, the creation of hierarchies of difference and the 

circulation of power. In particular, I am developing this analysis from my own positionality through an 

ethnography carried out in a swinger club in the city of Barcelona. In this context, flirtation is related to the 

dynamics of recognition and negotiation of a “femininity” that is constructed through the interaction itself. 

Through erotic tensions, gazes, affects, etc., people “see” and “feel” the structures of distinct borders. Further, 

these dynamics give shape to a field where the value of different bodies/people [those who practice Cd and also 

the researcher], are constituted as an effect of the interaction itself.  

What happens when the researcher is not positioned as a hegemonic subject, but she gains value through the 

dynamics that constitute “the erotic” within the club?  

A “diasporic perspective” allows us to address the displacements between “centre” and “periphery” by focusing 

on people who are in “continuous combat” within forms of value (Zizek in Skeggs 2010: 356). By moving between 
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two territories, these people configure a margin that they are able to inhabit in order to survive. At the same 

time, this dynamic shows us how “the border” between these “two territories” is diffuse, obliging us to 

reformulate these concepts. This brings us to a confrontation with a gap in research practices: methodological 

strategies that are academic, political and above all emotional. In this research the dialogical relation between 

activism and academia is understood as a necessary pre-condition for comprehending and confronting situation 

itself.  

 

Juliette Sanchez-Lambert: “Let’s talk about gender”: exploring intersectionality’s potential for 

conversations about gender in a refugee support organisation in the UK 

Affiliation: University of Hull. Email: juliette.sanchezlambert@gmail.com 

Abstract: The specific needs of ‘non-normative’ refugees (i.e. non heterosexual male refugees) remain mostly  

unacknowledged in refugee support organisations because of the ‘gender-blindness’ approach to the services 

offered. My master thesis project is a participatory action research wherein I – a volunteer and a researcher – will 

induce a conversation about gender within a refugee support organisation in order to initiate organisational 

change. 

Refugees are an illustration of how individuals may be excluded on the basis of multiple identity categorisations. 

But is it enough to simply become ‘gender-aware’ in the provision of services? Intersectionality should not be a 

rhetorical device which adds categories to analysis without defining them. But who is defining them? What does 

it mean to bring concepts such as gender or intersectionality from the academic realm to the ‘real world’? How 

do we have a conversation about gender, aware of power relations and respectful of individuals’ agency to define 

themselves, keeping in mind the goal to create change?  

I argue that transnational intersectionality is useful to bridge the significance of identity categories at the local, 

national, international and transnational level, with their significance for the groups and individuals themselves. 

It also signifies the refusal to picture refugees as malleable and fully subjected to the power of the state which 

receives them. Instead, it presents refugees as subjects who have also a role in the making of their own identity. I 

will present my reflections on these questions as I am at an early stage of my research. 

 

Athena Enderstein: Engaging intersectionality: body-mapping as a methodology to explore diversity 

in the contexts of work with South African youth and European LGBT+ rights activists. 

Affiliation: University of Hull Email: aenderstein@gmail.com  

Abstract: Intersectionality is an encounter with vectors of privilege and discrimination in personal and collective 

space. As the seminal work Crenshaw (1989) articulates, it is a perspective which sheds light on the 

multidimensionality of subjectivity and how this is contextually and interpersonally mediated. The concept of 

intersectionality has become ubiquitous in feminist analysis and there continues to be debate around how the 

concept may be most successfully applied. 

This presentation is a reflection on the utilization of “body-mapping” as a method to engage the concept of 

intersectionality in a practical way. I will present the processes applied, and the insights gained, in application in 

two settings: a diversity training workshop with South African young people run in 2011, and a workshop on the 

embodiment of diversity which took place at an art and activism event in 2014. The technique of body- mapping 

is a method originally used in psychotherapeutic contexts to work with trauma and terminal illness. It is about 

creatively communicating the stories of mind and body in a visual format. This practice has been used in the 
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Longlife Project, a programme of HIV support groups in Khayelitsha in Cape Town (see Horne, 2011, and Morgan, 

2004).  

The presentation will develop over three sections. Firstly, I will discuss the theoretical background of body- 

mapping and my choice of the term of diversity in the implementation of intersectionality- a positive framing of 

difference and similarity in privilege, power, and discrimination which establishes a platform for sharing in a 

collective space and community making. I will then move on to a description of each workshop: the context, the 

practical aspects of the activities, and the contributions and feedback of the participants in each case. Lastly I will 

consider what insights, potential limitations, and possibilities for coalition and social action are made available 

through these applications of intersectionality.  

I position this presentation as a contribution to the ongoing dialogue around the intersectionality, and invite 

feedback on strategies to positively evolve theory and intervention for social transformation.  
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Notes 


